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The Inquiring Reporter Asks About: 





RSV Plans After September'30" 


TO PASTORS: What plans are you making to stimulate Bible reading and 
publication of the new Revised Standardstudy among your people following the 


P. D. MILLER, Druid Hills, Atlanta, 
Ga.—We plan for mid-week services a 
rapid review of Old Testament history, 
asking the people to secure and use the 


new Revised Standard Version. 


MARC C. WEERSING, Central 
church, Jackson, Miss.——We are having 
four special studies entitled, ‘““‘How to 
Read the Bible,’’ preparatory to the 
publication of the RSV, and I will fol- 
low with actual sample _ studies at 
prayer meeting, teachers and workers 
conferences, as well as use the version 
in the pulpit on occasions after its pub- 
lication. 


JOHN H. GARDNER, Jr., First 
(USA), Baltimore, Md.—(1) A facility 
in our church for distribution of the 
new volume; (2) Sermon series on cer- 
tain books, e. g., Psalms, Isaiah, Jonah, 
during the fall and winter; (3) Use of 
the RSV in a number of Bible study 
groups; (4) A schedule of daily read- 
ings suggested in the calendar on Sun- 
days. 


J. J. 
plan a special service on 


MURRAY, Lexington, Va.—We 
the RSV on 
September 28; a community rally Sep- 
tember 30; a pageant and Bible display 
on October 1; and a follow-up service 
on Reformation Day. 


HUGH IVAN EVANS, Westminster 
church (USA), Dayton, Ohio—Our 
church is planning an evening service 
observing publication of the RSV, in- 
viting other churches on a community- 
wide basis. Then we shall continue to 
study Bible ‘‘Book-of-the-Week.”’ 
We use two evenings, Wednesday and 
Sunday, in a plan begun last January 1 


our 


STUART R. OGLESBY, 
church, Atlanta, Ga.——lI 
on various subjects 


Central 
am preaching 
relating to the 


Version of the Bible September 30? 


Bible, its 
history, 


importance and fascinating 
for five consecutive Sundays 
leading up to September 30. The Bible 
is also being presented to the Women 
of the Church, the young people 
the Men of the Church. 


and 


=. 
church, 


BENFIELD, Jr., Highland 
Louisville, Ky.—We are pro- 
moting sale of the RSV in the church 
bookstore, a new training class for Sun- 
day school teachers, new adult church 
school on Wednesday night, new train- 
ing class of Bible teachers for women’s 
work, all using RSV. 


ROY EWING VALE, Tabernacle 
church (USA), Indianapolis, Ind.—One 
of our strong young married classes has 
been placed in charge of the sale of the 
RSV. This is being announced in our 
literature and on a certain Sunday a 
representative of that class will speak 
for some minutes from the _ pulpit. 


References will be made from time to 
time in the preaching. We shall con- 
nect this with the introduction into our 
Sunday school of the Presbyterian ‘““New 
Curriculum,’ which greatly stresses 
Bible study. This is a continuation of 
the emphasis on Bible reading and 
study that we have pursued for many 
years. 


JOHN A. REDHEAD, 
church, Greensboro, N. C. 
sermons: “The Bible in 
‘How We Got Our Bible,’’ and ‘The 
Word of Life in Living Language.” 
Second, the Gospel of Mark in the RSV 
will be mailed to every home for daily 
reading in October. Third, a Sunday 
night study group through the year. 


Jr., First 
-First, three 
the Making,” 


DWIGHT M. CHALMERS, West- 
minster church, Greenville, 8. C.—From 
October to next June our whole church 
will follow a program approved by the 
Session covering reading a large section 
of the Old Testament (Joshua through 
Song of Songs). Sunday sermons and 
mid-week Bible studies will seek to il- 
luminate and apply the particular sec- 
tion being read by the congregation. 
This will be the fourth year we have 
engaged in such a program. (NOTE— 
In this and earlier pastorates Dr. 
Chalmers, like other pastors, has guided 
his people in sustained and systematic 
Bible study, providing printed sched- 
ules and helps along the lines indicated 
here.—Eds. ) 


e REQUEST—Others are requested 
to write us about any plans they will 
follow in stimulating regular reading of 
the RSV where they differ from plans 
described here. Not more than 25-50 
words, please.—Eds. 











Letters to the Editors 





Converted Rebel Says, Why NOT Reunion? 





Sees Call to Witness 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

GIVE ME ONE REASON WHY PRES- 
BYTERIANISM IN AMERICA SHOULD 
NOT UNITE, is the burden of this com- 
munication, prompted by the insistent 
propaganda of a self-appointed group of 
apologists whose refrain is, “Give me one 
reason why we should unite.” 

An observation which may or may not 
be common to church thinkers is: after 
years of study I have come to the con- 
clusion that volunteer champions of, or 
watchdogs for, orthodoxy (what is ortho- 
doxy??) are least influential in minister- 
ing the mind and Spirit of our Lord into 
the minds and spirits of humanity. 

To the writer, the simplest and most 
comprehensive statement on salvation is, 
“He that calleth on the name of the Lord 
shall be saved.” This sends one to his 
knees. Justification, Adoption, Sanctifi- 
cation, Glorification start from the holy 
ground of the bended knee. God in Christ 
brings these works of grace to the help 
of one who prays. That is my orthodoxy. 
In the 17th chapter of the Gospel accord- 
ing to St. John we find Jesus Christ on 
his knees. Read that prayer, digest it, 
appropriate it, evaluate it, and then see 
if you can offer one reason why the Pres- 
byterian Churches in America or any 
other groups should not pray for, work 
for, and live for union. 

It is simply a question of starting place 
and motive—with Christ not Calvin, the 
Spirit not Spurgeon, prayer not papal au- 
thority, self-abasement before God and 
not self-justification. “I in them and thou 
in me, that they may be made perfect in 
one; that the world may know that thou 
hast sent me, and hast loved them, as 
thou hast loved me.” That is a witness. 

I was born within hearing distance of 
the guns of Fort Sumter. I listened for 
the sunrise and sunset sound in my boy- 
hood in a section that was and is in- 
tensely sectional, I attended Davidson 
College and Columbia Seminary, a rebel 
of the rebels. But in that sea-island home 
I was led to the place of prayer every 
morning. It took years of examination, 
self and Scriptural, to give our Lord 
right-of-way over sectionalism, sectarian- 
ism and self-sanctificationism. Now as I 
am nearing three score years and ten, the 
method, manners and materials of Christ 
loom up as the largest factors in life. 

It is not fear of losing property rights, 
not fear of an Auburn Affirmation, not 
jealousy of sectional church prestige, not 
fear of the views of a Fosdick, but fear 
that the genius of the Christian’s supreme 
hope, and the secret of his power and in- 
fluence may be lost to a nation and a 
world, that is yapping around on false 
trails, that makes me tremble. 

There is a spirit of the legalism that 
Christ exposed, of the orthodoxy that 
tithes in trifles and ignores mercy and 
justice, constantly hammered at by the 
Apostle Paul, which sneaks into my un- 
easy consciousness as I listen to many of 
the characteristic “give me one reason” 
sermons and arguments of today in our 
church, 

I listen to U. S. A. men preach and pray 
and love them. I listen to U. S, men 
preach and pray and I love them. 

I may be leading with my chin, but this 
whole statement reflects my reaction to 
uninvited communications, periodicals and 
other expressions, I am giving it to the 
church for what it may be worth. 

T. A. BECKETT. 

Perry, Fla. 


Pleased by Vacation Exchange 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

May I report that through the 
medium of your “Vacation Exchange” 
column I was successful in obtaining a 
more-than-satisfactory exchange for the 
month of August with Samuel M. Houck 
of Wilmington, N. C. 

My family and [I spent a delightful 18 
days in a part of the country which was 
new to us. We discovered that the tradi- 
tional and proverbial “southern hospital- 
ity” was not one bit overdrawn. Every- 
one treated us royally and, at least as 
far as the writer is concerned, the ties 
between the U. S. and U. §. A. Presby- 
terians were strengthened to the highest 
degree. 

Mr. H. reports that he was equally im- 
pressed with this part of the country and 
apparently was treated well by our peo- 
ple. In fact, the entire arrangement was 
so satisfactory that we are seriously con- 
sidering a repetition next year, all other 
factors being equal. So, more or less di- 
rectly, we owe our thanks for a pleasant 
and restful, as well as informative, vaca- 
tion to your kindness in publishing my 
vacation notice in your columns. 

May I add that since my visit in the 
South, the columns of your magazine are 
much more meaningful, as I discovered 
last evening when I attempted to catch 
up on the copies which had accumulated 
during my absence... . 


STUART V. CURNOCK. 
Binghampton, N. Y. 


For 250 of 300 S. C. Churches 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

The Synod of South Carolina is plan- 
ning a Simultaneous Evangelism Program 
for every church in the synod October 19 
through November 2. As of August 1, 173 
of the approximately 300 churches of the 
Synod had agreed to participate. The 
plan is to have a Visitation Evangelism 
week beginning October 19. Then, begin- 
ning with Sunday, October 26 there will 
be preaching in the participating churches 
through the following Sunday, November 
2. 

To supply the necessary preachers for 
this effort Columbia Seminary has agreed 
to close for the week and bring its entire 
faculty and student body to the synod. 
The students will be used for preaching, 
pastoral visitation, cottage prayer-meet- 
ings and the making of surveys. Addi- 
tional preachers will be secured from the 
adjacent synods. 

Those churches that have not as yet 
signified their intention to participate are 
urged to write the chairman of the com- 
mittee on evangelism at once. He is the 
undersigned, It is still possible for those 
churches desiring them to obtain the as- 
sistance of students. It is hoped that at 
least 250 of the churches in the Synod will 
have services at the same time. 

ALEX M. MITCHELL. 

300 S. Saluda St., Columbia, s. C. 


Says Two Readings Possible 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

In the third article by Frances Dunlap 
Heron on the RSV (OUTLOOK, Sept. 15), 
attention is called to a number of textual 
corrections found in the RSV and not in 
the King James Version. [| think that 
everyone of these corrections, that is, Rev. 
8:7, Rom. 8:28, Mk. 6:20, Lk. 2:33, I John 
5:17, occurs in the 1901 revision [ARV] 





either in the text or in the margin—ex- 
cept the alleged one in John 3:16. In- 
cidentally, the question of the accuracy 
of the RSV is not a question between the 
RSV and the 1611 version, but between 
the RSV and the American Revision of 
1901. And that is not only a question as 
to which has the best critical text, but 
as well which yielded most to that text— 
showed greatest fidelity in rendering the 
best text into English. 

As to John 3:16, Miss Heron alleges that 
“begotten” is an addition to the original 
biblical text, which does not appear in the 
oldest rendition of John 3:16. We all nod 
at times. The difference here is not due 
to a variant text but to a difference in 
translation. The Greek text certainly has 
the word, monogenes, but sometimes this 
word is translated only or one only as in 
Lk. 7:12 and 8:42, at other times the older 
versions have rendered it, in line with its 
etymological origin, as only-begotten, 
that is, in John 1:14; 1:18; 3:16; 3:18; I 
John 4:9. A case may be made for either 
translation in John 3:16. When these 
verses in the Gospel and Epistle of John 
are read in the light of the whole teach- 
ing of John as to the relation of Jesus to 
the Father, “that he alone was God’s Son 
before the creation of the world, that to 
him alone the whole love of the Father 
was real, because he alone is one with 
God, because to him alone the title God 
belongs,” it seems probable that the term 
monogenes in John carries with it the 
sense of begotten or generated by God. 
(So Buechsel in Kittel IV: 749-750.) 

WM. C. ROBINSON. 

Decatur, Ga. 


‘*Let Presbyterians Reunite!’’ 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

There is a good deal of activity against 
union with the USA church in this sec- 
tion at the present time. Some of us feel 
that people should be informed on both 
sides of this question, so I will appreciate 
it if you will send me 500 copies of the 
little pamphlet, “Let Presbyterians Re- 
unite,” for which I am enclosing $5. 

NORTH CAROLINA. 





Please send me 100 copies of “Let Pres- 
byterians Reunite.” After attending the 
Weaverville caucus as an uninvited spec- 
tator, I am volunteering to debate this 
issue anywhere in West Florida, 

FLORIDA. 





Please send 200 copies of “Let Presby- 
terians Reunite.” 
ARKANSAS. 


(NOTE—This pamphlet is a_ reprint 
which appeared first several years ago, 
bearing 146 signatures and giving 10 rea- 
sons why Presbyterians should reunite. 
(25 for 25ce; $1 per 100.) 


Correction—Griers at Erskine 


Our recent description of the new 
Arkansas College president was slightly 
on the inaccurate side—in one particu- 
lar. We referred here to the long as- 
sociation of Dr. McCain’s mother’s 
family to Erskine College, without 
checking the record. Instead of all six 
presidents during Erskine’s 110 years 
being related to Mrs. McCain’s family. 
only three have been—the second, third 
and sixth all Griers, the present one 
serving for more than 30 years. 

We did not intend to slight the dis- 
tinguished families of Presslys and 
Moffatts by these omissions, but, ob- 
viously, there is honor enough for all. 
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PROGRESS BEING MADE 
ON JOINT HYMNAL 





Good progress in planning the joint 
Presbyterian hymnal was reported from 
the recent meeting of representatives 
in Philadelphia. Committeemen from 
the Presbyterian Church of Canada, 
present for the first time, brought the 
number of denominations to six. 

Suggestions for a title for the vol- 
ume are being sent to David Hugh 
Jones, of Princeton Seminary, the edi- 
tor-in-chief. 

Working rapidly through a number 
of hymns, approximately 200 were ten- 
tatively approved by the content com- 
mittee. 

One decision yet to be made is 
whether to put the metrical Psalms in 
a single section along with responsive 
readings, or distribute them through- 
out che hymnal under related subjects. 

The committee agreed that gospel 
songs should not be put in a separate 
section nor should children’s hymns be 
so classified. 

Albert J. Kissling (U. S.), Jackson- 
ville, Fia., was re-elected chairman of 
the joint committee; Colin F. Miller, 
pastor of Knox church, Ottawa, Canada, 
was named vice-chairman; and Samuel 
Shane (United), Pittsburgh, Pa., was 
re-elected secretary. 


Virginia Synod Is 16th in Gifts 


NEXT HIGHEST PER CAPITA INCOME FAILS IN GENEROSITY TEST 


The Synod of Virginia’s stewardship 
leaders compelled that body at its re- 
cent meeting to face the unhappy fact 
that among the 16 synods of the Pres- 
byterian Church, U. S., Virginia stands 
sixteenth-—at the bottom—in per cap- 
ita gifts to benevolences, current ex- 
penses and total gifts. 

Along with this uncomplimentary re- 
velation, the committee showed that this 
should not be explained away by low in- 
comes since, next to Texas, Virginia 
ranks at the top among the Presbyter- 
ian, U. S., states in per capita income— 
$1,295 in 1951. (Tennessee, which led 
in benevolences and total gifts, had a 
per capita income of $1,064.) 

Most lively discussion in the synod, 
which met in Towson, Md. (first time 
north of the Potomac since 1872), con- 
cerned a possible realignment of pres- 
bytery boundaries. A committee’s re- 
port was turned down and a new effort 
is to be made to make needed adjust- 
ments in three presbyteries. 

Several years’ study and financial ef- 
torts resulted in an action by synod de- 
signating Massanetta (the summer con- 
ference center) as the site for the pro- 
posed home for older peopie. 

Synod’s membership has now passed 


the 100,000 mark—increasing more 
than 30% in the past ten years. New 
churches are being established in all 
centers and opportunities continue to de- 
velop. 

J. J. Murray, reporting for Christian 
education, said the (Presbyterian) 
church is losing its reputation for hav- 
ing superior preachers. Although they 
face more demands upon them, he said 
pastors must give more time and study 
to the preparation of sermons. 

Rk. L. St. Clair, Staunton pastor, was 
the moderator, succeeding R. G. Hutche- 
son. Next year’s meeting will be at 
Massanetta Springs, Sept. 1. 


NEWS FROM PRICES 


The only Presbyterian, U. S., mission- 
aries left in China, the Frank W. Prices, 
were reported by the newspapers re- 
cently to be in excellent condition. In- 
dications were that they would soon be 
permitted to leave Shanghai, where they 
have been detained for more than 20 
months, but Associated Press reports 
said they would not be able to depart 
for Hongkong until the mission com- 
pound had been transferred. 


Texas Synod Faces Latin-American Program 


Most significant action of the Synod 
of Texas, as it met recently at Mo- 
Ranch, was the adoption of a totally 
new program for its Latin-American 
churches. Under the new plan of op- 
eration, those churches ready to join 
the white presbyteries now will do so 
and others will ask admission when they 
feel the time has come. Churches in 
Dallas and Mid-Texas Presbyteries are 
already on that basis. 

Blame for the poor results in Latin- 
American work was laid on synod by 
its ad interim committee, headed by 
Henry W. Quinius of San Antonio’s 
Beacon Hill church. Now, the commit- 
tee said, all the synod’s' resources 
should be directed toward solving the 
problem, creating a full and aggressive 
program for each church and building 
up a new spirit in its workers. 


Crippled by a Misconception 


“The Synod of Texas has been crip- 
pled in dealing with the Latin-Ameri- 
can work,” said the committee, ‘‘by a 
misconception, in feeling that this work 


was scmehow peculiar and not subject 
to commonsense solutions used in the 
ordinary course of a church’s program 
and work.’’ Commonsense solutions 
offered by the committee and approved 
by the synod were: thorough study of 
each church, with a planned program 
leading to self-support; an ad interim 
committee on the Mexican program to 
promvie this new approach; kindergar- 
tens and community social centers in as 
many churches as possible; an annual 
conference of all synod’s educational, 
evangelistic and financial leaders with 
Mexican representatives to review each 
year’s work and plan for the next; a 
comprehensive program of training for 
ministers and officers; recruiting more 
Latin-American candidates for’ the 
ministry; an overture to the Women of 
the Church of the Assembly to designate 
the annual Birthday Offering for capital 
improvements for these churches; each 
church in Texas-Mexican Presbytery to 
issue a call to its minister to become 
pastor instead of continuing to serve, 
as formerly and at present, as stated 


supply under the home missions com- 
mittee. 

As to the integration of the churches 
in the Anglo-American presbyteries, the 
committee recognized that eventually 
there would be no separate presbytery 
for Latin-Americans. Those ready to 
merge now are encouraged to do so. 
“We need to give all possible encour- 
agement and aid to these churches,” 
said the committee. ‘‘When they enter 
these presbyteries it ought to be 
happily, as a reward for achievement, 
and not as a punishment for failure.” 


DREs to Be Trained 


In an effort to secure enough direc- 
tors of religious education, synod re- 
quested Austin College at Sherman to 
provide a BA degree for this work and 
it established a lay school for graduate 
professional training in the field at 
Austin Seminary, Austin, Texas. Plans 
for the latter development were pre- 
sented by Dean James I. McCord of the 
seminary. ‘‘We have noted that two 
factors control the geographical gravi- 








tation of directors of religious educa 
tion,’ he said. ‘‘One is their home and 
the other is the place they are trained 
If we can keep both factors local 
through this program, perhaps we can 
provide the synod with the number of 
professional workers it needs and will 
continue to need as it enters an era of 
rapid expansion.”’ 


Child-Placement Program Set Up 


In a departure from the established 
child-care program followed in most of 
the church’s orphanages, synod ap- 
pointed a commission to set up a child- 
placement program at its home and 
school in Itasca. 

Efforts of Sherman Presbyterians 
were blessed as they seek to work with 
Austin College in merging the city’s 
two congregations in an effort to build 
a strong church alongside the campus. 
A $600,000 building program is planned 
in this movement. 

Simultaneous revivals are scheduled 
in all eight presbyteries next March 
and April, with all the churches in pres- 
pyteries exchanging ministers for this 
effort. Pre-revival rallies will be held 
in each presbytery in January as part 
of the preparation under the leadership 
of Bruce Brannon, synod’s director of 
evangelism, and John F. Anderson, Jr., 
chairman. 


Council of Churches Endorsed 


Judge W. J. Murray of San Antonio 
reported on the formation of the Texas 
Council of Churches, calling upon the 
synod to live up to its Presbyterian 
heritage by leading out in common ac- 
tion with other Christian bodies. Synod 
heartily endorsed the state council, 
elected the necessary representatives 
and provided the financial support. 

Heavy rains—long awaited and 
prayed for—fell during the meeting. 
However, the comfortable quarters pro- 
vided at the synod’s conference center 
helped make up for inconveniences 
caused by what amounted to floods in 
some areas. The of the 
property for conference use has now 
been completed. 


conversion 


Stitt Is Moderator 


David L. Stitt, president of Austin 
Seminary, was named moderator, coin- 
ciding with that institution’s 50th an- 
niversary, and L. Roy Klein, elder from 
Highland Park, Dallas (where synod 
meets next year), was nominated for 
next year’s moderator. In nominating 
Mr. Klein, Charles L. King of Houston 
cited his service to his church, his city, 
synod and General Assembly. 

Chaplain Carlton C. Allen, of Trinity 
University (Presbyterian, USA), was 
enthusiastically received as synod’s 
preacher in three stirring Bible studies 
on “God in the Nation” (Judges), ‘‘God 
in Man” (Luke), and “God in the 
Church” (Acts). 

ROBERT P. DOUGLASS. 

Dallas. 





JOINT CHAPLAINCY OFFICE IS PLANNED 


Washington, D. C. (RNS)--—A_ pro 
posal that the three major Presbyterian 
denominations open a Washington office 
for joint administration of chaplaincy 
work was approved by representatives 
of the committees on chaplaincy of the 
Presbyterian Church, USA, the Presby- 
terian Church, U.S., and the United Pres- 
byterian Church at a meeting here. 
They voted to submit the plan to their 
respective committees as soon as pos- 


sible. Under the plan, the Washington 
Oifice would be operated on a trial basis 
during 1953. Continuation of the chap- 
laincy committees of the denominations 
would not be affected. 

Rear Adm. Stanton W. Salisbury, 
Chief of Navy Chaplains, who expects 
to retire shortly, was recommended by 
the group to head the recruiting of 
chaplains on behalf of the three coop- 
erating churches. 


ANY QUESTIONS? 


Questions are answered here, recorded from a Presbyterian radio program, 
by Ernest Trice Thompson, of Union Seminary; Jos. B. Clower, Morganton, 


N. C., pastor; and A. Clarke Dean, Memphis, Tenn., pastor. 


Moderator is 


THE OUTLOOK’S editor. 


DIVORCED MAN AS PRESIDENT 

Does the Christian teaching have 
anything in it which relates to the 
propriety of a divorced man running 
for president? 


THOMPSON : The Bible, as our 
questioner understands, has nothing to 
say directly about a divorced man run- 
ning for President. The Presbyterian 
Church teaches that it does set forth 
two legitimate grounds for divorce—the 
first thing being unfaithfulness, and the 
second, irremediable desertion. 

These are facts regarding Gov. 
Stevenson’s divorce as acknowledged 
even by the Chicago Tribune, which is 
certainly not pro-Democratic: ‘Adlai 
Stevenson married Ellen Borden in 
1928. After 20 years of marriage, 
blessed with three sons, Mrs. Stevenson 
filed for divorce on the ground of 
‘incompatibility.’ This was attributed 
by all who know the couple to the 
Governor's mounting preoccupation with 
politics, while his wife’s interests cen- 
tered more and more on the arts. At 
the time the divorce was granted, Gov. 
Stevenson is reported to have said: 
‘Although I do not believe in divorce, I 
will not contest it. We have separated 
with the highest mutual regard.’ ”’ 

The Jesuit organ, America, as quoted 
in the Catholic Virginian, comments: 
“Such an attitude is certainly not that 
of one flouting the stability and sanctity 
of marriage.’’ This is especially signifi- 
cant coming from the Roman Catholic 
Church. 

My own conclusion would be that 
Governor Stevenson’s qualifications for 
the Presidency should be decided on 
other grounds; that his divorce should 
not be taken into account, on Biblical 
grounds or any other. 


PERSONAL EVANGELISM 
In personal evangelism, should lay- 
men boldly urge people to come to 


church or is it more effective to be 
subtle about it? 


CLOWER: I think the question 
hinges on the two little words “boldly” 
and ‘‘subtle.”’ I’m afraid that too often 
sublety resolves itself into nagging, and 


this is seldom an effective way to move 
people. When we seek to be cleverly 
round about with an invitation to 
church, we are apt, before we know it, to 
be inserting that invitation into conver- 
sation at every turn. When this becomes 
monotonously evident it is no longer 
sutble, but very irritating. I.favor the 
more direct approach. Present your in- 
vitation sincerely and openly, and as 
graciously and urgently as circumstances 
will permit, and then let the matter rest 
for awhile. After a reasonable length of 
time, depending again upon circum- 
stances, repeat the invitation. Occas- 
ional well-placed and well-spaced blows 
will do more to knock down the opposi- 
tion than a continual rain of little pecks. 


MODERATOR: Suppose you are try- 
ing to interest a young person that you 
want to get interested in the church. It 
would depend on the temperament of the 
young person, I suppose, and on the re- 
lationship of the two people involved 
and a good many other things, wouldn’t 
it? 


DEAN: A very important factor is to 
establish a feeling of friendliness with 
the person with whom one is talking, as 
Mr. Clower has indicated. It seems to 
me very important in talking with a 
husband and wife in their home that 
we should first of all present the appeal 
for Christ, and then later the appeal for 
membership in the church. The appeal 
for Christ is the higher appeal. When 
we come down to the lower appeal to 
the church, people recognize that fact. 
Not that that isn’t important, but I do 
feel that the appeal for Christ comes 
first. 


MODERATOR: I think we all want to 
guard against extending the invitation 
in such a way as to make people feel 
that in the very invitation itself we are 
passing judgment on them. We want tuo 
put it on the basis. which you have sug- 
gested in sharing something that has 
meant a great deal to us, and on the 
level of our personal friendliness and 
fellowship with the individual whom we 
are trying to win. 
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A Study of Ministers’ Salaries 


N ORDER to arrive at an accurate 

understanding of the salary situation 

in the Presbyterian Church, U. S., a 
questionnaire was sent to every full- 
time pastor and stated supply. The fig- 
ures in this report are based on replies 
from 1,068 ministers from every presby- 
tery. It is not weighted intentionally, 
but it may be on the low side as it seems 
likely that those making the lower in- 
comes would be more apt to reply than 
those making the larger incomes. 


Base Salaries 


The minister’s base salary, not includ- 
ing any other allowances or expenses, 
is $3,864. The following table gives the 
base salaries grouped for each $1,000 of 
income. 


$0-999 2 6000-6999 45 
1000-1999 7 7000-7999 19 
2000-2999 111 8000-8999 10 
3000--3999 575 9000-9999 5 
4000-4999 233 10000-10999 1 
5000-5999 5§ 11000-11999- 1 


12009-12999 1 


From this it can be seen that both the 
average and the median salary fall 
within the $3,000-3,999 bracket. Only 
11% of the ministers make less than 
$3,000 annually. Two hundred others 
reported a base salary of $3,000 making 
a total of 30% receiving a base pay of 
$3,000 or less. 

Stewardship studies have been made 
to determine the average income of Pres- 
byterians in each presbytery of the 
churck. As shown by these studies, the 
average base income of the ministers 
within the presbyteries compares favor- 
ably with the income of their flocks, 
particularly when it is remembered that 
a minister is usually free from the ex- 
pense of a home—in purchase, rent, up- 
keep, and taxes. 


Total Income 


It is impossible to determine the total 
income of a minister for there are too 
many incalculable items. There are 
wedding ‘‘fees,’’ honoraria, expense ac- 
counts, gifts, trips, discounts, ete. 
“Total”? here means only the base in- 
come plus the payments by the church 
of the Minister’s Annuity Fund and car 
allowances. The average total income 
of all ministers is $4,369. The follow- 
ing table gives the total salaries by 
$1,000 of income. 


$0-999 1 7000-7999 28 
1000-1999 7 8000-8999 19 
2000-2999 5 9000-9999 4 
3000-3999 453 10000-10999 3 
4000-4999 295 11900-11999 3 
5000-5999 125 12000-12999 1 
6000-6999 49 13000-13999 1 


Those making less than $3.000 now 
are less than 8% of the total. The med- 
ian salary is about $4,000 compared to 
the average of $4,369. If the value of 
the manse were allowed to be 15% of 
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the base salary as in the Annuity pay- 
ments, this would add $580 to the in- 
come of the pastor, pushing the average 
total income to $4,949. 


With the other sources of income, 
the average pastor in the church re- 
ceives more than $5,000 per year. 


Car Allowances 


A car is not a luxury but a necessity 
for most ministers today. Very few 
other businesses expect their men to use 
their own cars at their personal expense 
but churches are slow in waking up to 
the fact that they are requiring their 
ministers to spend an abnormal part of 
their income in conducting the business 
of the church. 

The average minister travels 10,479 
miles a year on church business. One 
estimated his mileage at 50,000 miles, 
while some traveled only 600 miles per 
year. Most traveled 6,000-12,000 miles 
annually in church work. Counting run- 
ning expenses and depreciation, it costs 
more than $8090 a year to drive a car 
10,479 miles a year and replace it after 
five years. 

Only 47% of the churches provide a 
ear or a car allowance. Such an allow- 
ance ranges from $50 to $2,400 a year. 
A few offer a car and all expenses paid. 
The average is $470. 


Some ministers are being asked to 
contribute more than $800 a year 
above their annual pledges to the 
church, while others still must pay 
$300-500 per year over and 
their car allowances. 


above 


Some churches are paying exhorbitant 
amounts to their pastors in car allow- 
ances. This is admitted to be an at- 
tempt to evade taxes in some instances 
and is to be condemned. In other in- 
stances it is due to the fact that the pas- 
tor simply does not travel enough to 
justify such payments. Perhaps a mile- 
age report or a cost-of-operation report 
should be submitted to the 
monthly. 

The cost of operating a car offsets 
the value of a manse, for, after paying 
these expenses, the minister does not 
have a home—only a dilapidated auto. 

The questionnaire confirmed the idea 
that the unwillingness or the inability 
of the church to pay a car expense only 
hurts the church and retards its work. 
Those making more than $3,000 trav- 
elled an average of 19,885 miles while 
those making less than $3.900 travelled 
only 9,498 miles. One minister reduced 
his mileage from 24,000 to 
his family and expenses increased and 
his salary did not. 


Deacons 


13.000 as 


Car expense is the major cause of fi- 
nancial anxiety among the ministers to- 
day. 


The Manse 

Only 50 men reported that they re- 
ceived no rental allowance or had no 
manse provided. A number complained 
of the condition of the manse, particu- 
larly the high cost of heating large 
manses. However, the great majority 
were appreciative of the manse and the 
efforts of the congregation to provide 
for them. There are a few cases of real 
hardship which should be investigated 
by the presbyteries concerned. 


Some Conclusions 


As a whole the ministry in the Pres- 
byterian Church, U.S., is well off finan- 
cially. The average minister has 3.69 
persons in his family, living on a base 
salary of $3,864. Pastors receive the 
benefit of a pension plan, numerous 
gifts, and discounts, and half of them 
receive a car allowance. Average total 
income is more than $5,000. This is 
substantially above the average income 
of the people of the South and also above 
the median income of the members of 
most congregations of the church. 

Dr. Ralph Felton has figured that it 
costs a minister, with a wife and 2 chil- 
dren, $3,582 and a manse to live and 
operate an automobile a year! This is 
for essentials and does not provide for 
savings toward higher education of the 
children or for retirement. The average 
base salary in the church is above that 
figure and the median base salary is not 
far removed from it. The total income 
is substantially above it. 

Ministers lag behind doctors, law- 
yers, and dentists in total income, 
though the median income for all pro- 
fessional workers in 1950 was $4,938— 
not too much above the median total in- 
come of our ministers. Too, ministers 
are usually ahead of professors and 
teachers in our church-related schools 
when it comes to total income. Many 
ministers in their first pulpits find them~ 
selves receiving more than the heads of 
departments in some of the colleges of 
the South—that is, when total income 
is counted. 

Not only is the average minister in 
good shape financially but every minis- 
ter possesses a greater security in his 
work than do many of the members of 
his congregation. With a shortage of 
ministers, his services are bid for, no 
matter what his abilities. He does not 
have to worry about losing his job, for 
there is no competition from those ‘“‘be- 
low” him who are trying to “work up.” 
Churches are very reluctant to break a 
pastoral relationship, and put up with 


inferior work far beyond what any 
business establishment would do. 
Though most ministers ‘are conscien- 


tious. the fact remains that they have an 
element of security not enjoved by most 
of the other members of their flock. 


(Next in the series—Ministerial Atti- 
tudes Toward Salary) 








The Word in New Words 





5. For Use in the Churches 


HE JUNIORS in a suburban church 
were studying the history of the 
Christian church. Dramatic though 
the material was, built out of the vision 
and courage of martyrs, some of the po- 
litical and theological implications were 
beyond ten-year-olds. With the lack of 
historical sense characteristics of jun- 
iors, they did not seem actually to share 
the sufferings of Ignatius and Justin. 
Then one Sunday morning the prin- 
cipal stood in front of the group and be- 
gan reading Luke’s account in Acts 27 
from the Revised Standard Version of 
the New Testament: 


‘And when it was decided that we 
should sail for Italy . . . we put to sea 

. a northeaster struck down from the 
land... . Paul said, ‘Take heart, men, 
for I have faith in God’. . . the soldiers’ 
plan was to kill the prisoners. .. .” 


The wriggling and punching in the 
junior assembly gave way to active at- 
tention. Here was a real sea adventure! 

The principal continued with the safe 
landing of the ship’s passengers on 
Malta, in Chapter 28: 


“ ...the natives welcomed us... 
a viper fastened on Paul’s hand... he 
shook off the creature into the fire and 
suffered no harm .. . they said that he 
was a god... the chief man of the is- 
land, named Publius, entertained us hos- 
pitably . . . the father of Publius lay 
sick with fever... Paul healed him... 
after three months we set sail... we 
made a circuit and arrived at Rhegium 

.. and so we came to Rome.” 


When the principal stopped with the 
sixteenth verse, there was the silence of 
understanding in the room. 

“You didn’t know the Bible sounded 
like that, did you?” asked the leader. 
The answer was in the pupils’ surprised 
faces. 


The Bible Comes Alive 


This incident can be matched by 
countless other school teachers whwu 
since 1946 have been using the Revised 
Standard Version of the New Testa- 
ment in the religious instruction of boys 
and girls. Now teachers and pupils 
alike are looking forward to September 
30, when the complete Scriptures in the 
new revision will be released to the pub- 
lic. Many churches are promising their 
third-grade graduates Bibles from 
among the record-breaking one million 
copies now rolling off the press. 

When in 1930, some forty Protestant 
denominations commissioned the Stand- 
ard Bible Committee, headed by Dean 
Luther A. Weigle of the Yale University 
Divinity School, to prepare a revision of 
the Bible, they stipulated that it was 
“to be designed for use in public and pri- 
vate worship.” 

To that end the scholars have pro- 
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duced a version that combines clarity 
of thought with simplicity and dignity 
of style. The connection between under- 
standing and worship is vital. While 
in the past devout church members 
might revere the Bible simply because 
it was the Bible, even though they re- 
alized there was much they could not 
comprehend, today’s generation de- 
mands a religion that can be more easily 
understood. The Revised Standard Ver- 
sion offers the Word of God in the most 
accurate translation that modern, con- 
scientious scholarship can provide. 

Since it is at church that young and 
old alike will hear and read and study 
the Bible most, much of the responsibil- 
ity for introducing the Revised Standard 
Version and for stimulating appreciation 
of it rests with ministers and church 
school workers. It is highly appropriate 
that publication of the completed revis- 
ion is scheduled for Christian Education 
Week, September 28-October 5. The co- 
operating denominations have prepared 
resource materials for use that week in 
church schools, in the pulpit, in 
youth groups, in community-wide obser- 
vances, in workers’ conferences, and in 
World Communion Day services. 

Many denominations will incorporate 
the Revised Standard Version in their 
church school lesson materials starting 
this fall. New courses of study on the 
background and meaning of the Bible 
will be available for leadership classes. 


Used in Pulpits 


Numerous congregations already have 
become accustomed to their preachers’ 
reading the morning Scripture from the 
Revised Standard Version of the New 
Testament. The change-over was made 
with less disturbance than was antici- 
pated. Occupants of the pews were so 
caught by the smooth-flowing, vigorous 
diction that made sense that they for- 
got about arguing! 

The forthcoming edition will add to 
the minister’s worship resources in the 
new revision such Old Testament treas- 
ures as Psalms and Isaiah. The rhythm 
and the beauty of the King James Ver- 
sion of 1611 have been retained at the 
same time that errors in medieval trans- 
mission have been corrected, obscure 
passages have been cleared up by re- 
search on ancient manuscriptse and ar- 
chaeological finds, and more than 300 
seventeenth century words that are now 
misleading have been replaced by words 
that accurately convey the meaning of 
the Scriptures. 

Church school teachers of children 
especially will appreciate having the 
whole Bible freed from “est” and ‘‘eth’’ 


endings and ‘‘thou” and “thee’”’ (except 
in prayer addressed to God), ‘‘unto,” 
“would fain,’ “holden,” ‘haply,” ’’pri- 
vily,’’ “divers,’’ ‘“‘aforetime”’ and ‘“‘be- 
gat.” The use of logical paragraphs 
rather than division of thought by indi- 
vidual verses gives children and others 
the feeling of a unified narrative. 


“Lord” Is Used 


The printing of the Psalms and of 
many passages from the prophets in 
their proper original form as Hebrew 
poetry adds to the spirit of worship. 
Every teacher who has ever sighed while 
pupils struggled with “Jehovah” of the 
American Standard Version will be de- 
lighted to find the “LORD” of the King 
James Version back in the new revision. 

A) look at Old Testament readings in- 
cluded in many church school lessons 
for September 28 and October 5 provides 
typical illustrations of changes that will 
make teaching easier. Some are simply 
improvements with twentieth century 
idiom, for example: 


I Kings 10:21—“‘‘it was nothing ac- 
counted of’ (KJV) “it was not consid- 
ered as anything” (RSV) 


Neh. 9:21——‘their clothes waxed not 
old” (KJV) ‘‘their clothes did not wear 
out” (RSV) 


II Chron. 34:12—“‘all that could skill 
of instruments of music’ (KJV) “all 
who were skilful with instruments of 
music”? (RSV) 





Other examples show the substitution 
of contemporary idioms for the Hebra- 
isms of King James: 


I Sam. 20:42—‘‘seed” (KJV): ‘‘de- 
scendants”’ (RSV). 

Deut. 31:27—‘stiff neck’’ 
“stubborn” (RSV). 


Gen. 17:3——‘talked with him, saying”’ 
(KJV); ‘said to him’ (RSV). 





(KJV); 


Since the New Testament is the basis 
of a great part of Sunday school teach- 
ing, its simplicity and directness in the 
new revision facilitate the teacher’s 
task. The pupils in turn feel that here 
is a real book they can read and under- 
stand—not a musty old-fashioned vol- 
ume for the bookshelf. 

Imagine the difficulty of both teacher 
and pupil who try to wrestle with Ro- 
mans 12:9-11 as in KJV: 


“Let love be without dissimulation. 
Abhor that which is evil; cleave to that 
which is good. Be kindly affectioned 
one to another with brotherly love; in 
honor preferring one another; not sloth- 
ful in business; fervent in spirit: serv- 
ing the Lord.” 


Now turn to the same passage in RSV: 


“Let love be genuine; hate what is 
evil, hold fast to what is good; love one 
another with brotherly affection; outdo 
one another in showing honor. Never 
flag in zeal, be aglow with the Spirit, 
serve the Lord.’”’ 
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For boys and girls, RSV has brought 
one of their favorite stories of Jesus 
into understandable, accurate language 
that makes him more real than ever be- 
fore. It is the account of his trip to 
Jerusalem at the age of twelve, Luke 2: 
41-52. Particularly striking is the ren- 
dition of verse 49, which in KJV reads: 


“And he said unto them, How is it 
that ye have sought me? Wist ye not 
that I must be about my Father’s busi- 
ness?’’ 


RSV translates: 


“And he said to them, ‘How is it that 
you sought me? Did you not know that 
] must be in my Father’s house?’ ”’ 


Paul’s advice in II Timothy 2 contains 
these two verses that show how RSV has 
improved clarity both for study and for 
worship: 


‘‘And if man also strive for masteries, 
yet is he not crowned, except he strive 
lawfully”? (KJV). 

‘“‘An athlete is not crowned unless he 
competes according to the rules’”’ (RSV). 


“The husbandman that laboureth 
must be first partaker of the fruits’ 
(KJV). 

“It is the hard-working farmer who 
ought to have the first share of the 
crops” (RSV). 


MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 

Herbert L. Laws from Valdosta, Ga., 
to 1920 Church St., NE, Cleveland. 
Tenn., 

John W. Allen from New Madrid, Mo., 
to Fruitland, Mo., Oct. 1. 

Ernest L. Stoffel (Presbyterian, USA) 
from Alpine, Tenn., to White Pine, Tenn. 

Carl R. Pritchett from Davidson, N. 
C., to First church, Anderson, S. C. 

John F. Fisler from Winter VA Hos- 
pital, Topeka, Kan., to Ivanhoe, N. C. 

M. F. Stuart from Kirkwood, Mo., to 
2109 S. Spring Ave., St. Louis 10, Mo. 

R. G. Hutcheson, Louisa, Va., has ac- 
cepted a call to the New Providence 
church, Raphine, Va. 

Palmer Wm. Deloteus, Sinton, Texas, 
has accepted a call to the Springhill, 
La., church effective Oct. 1. 

John A. Kirstein from Eufaula, Ala., 
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to Box 13, Fern Creek, Ky. 

R. T. Wallace from Monticello, Fla., 
to 429 S. Hansell St., Thomasville, Ga. 

Fred E. Manning, Jr., from Gilbert, 
W. Va., to Belle, W. Va. 

Malcolm C. McIver, Jr., wife and two 
children will sail for England Sept. 30 
aboard the Queen Elizabeth for 18 
months study at the University of 
Edinburgh: Clifton Hotel, 53 Prome- 
nade, Portobello, Edinburgh, Scotland. 
Mr. McIver is minister to students at 
the University of Alabama. 

W. Russell Hunter from Chicago, 
Ill., to 230 W. Washington St., Monti- 
cello, Iowa. 

Thomas C. Allen, director of the De- 
partment of Racial and Cultural Rela- 
tions of the National Council of 
Churches, has resigned that post in 
order to become professor of the Old 
Testament at Virginia Union University 
(a Negro institution) at Richmond, Va. 

W. Taylor Reveley from Memphis, 
Tenn., to 3202 Cole Mill Rd., Durham, 
N. C., from vacation change. 

Albert C. Holt from Jacksonville, 
Fla., to Box 224, Montreat, N. C. 

Charles W. Kernan from Moorefield, 
W. Va., to 1024 Fourqurean Lane, Rich- 
mond, Va. 

James L. Price, Jr., from Memphis, 
Tenn., to 915 Arnette Ave., Durham, N. 
CO. 

Raymond A. Petrie from Williston, 
Fla., to Uleta, Fla. 

John V. Moore, who has completed a 
year of graduate study at Boston Uni- 
versity, is the new pastor at Glenville, 
W. Va. 

Wm. V. Gardner, formerly of the First 
church, Atlanta, Ga., who resigned there 
last winter on account of illness, will 
begin serving as supply pastor of the 
First church, Greenville, Miss., Oct. 1. 

Charles M. Pratt, has resigned as pas- 
tor of the First church, Columbia, Mo., 


and plans to be out of the pastorate for 
a year on account of his wife’s health. 


DEGREES 

JoeEd Hollis, pastor-elect of the 
Franklin Presbyterian Church, United, 
Franklin, Ky., recently received his 
PhD degree from George Peabody Col- 
lege for Teachers in Nashville, Tenn. 
His dissertation was, ‘‘An Evaluation of 
Hymn-tunes and Singing Practices in 
Protestant Church Schools.’”’ 

Robert Excell Fry, Hollywood, Fla., 
recently gave the convocation address 
and received the LL.D. degree at Mis- 
souri Valley College, his Alma Mater. 
Another recipient of the same degree 
was Miss Mildred Roe, secretary of the 
Presbyterian, USA, Department of 
Women’s Work, Philadelphia. 


DREs 

Julia Mae McClure, recent graduate 
of Queens college, is DRE at Thomas- 
boro church, Charlotte, N. C. 

Lucile McDonald, former director of 
the weekday kindergarten in the Wood- 
land church, Nashville, Tenn., is now 
DRE for the J. J. White Memorial 
church, McComb, Miss. 

Rosanna Barnes from Goldsboro, 
N. C., to the Covenant church, Charlotte, 
m.. G. 

Mary C. Smith from Hendersonville, 
N. C., to First church, Johnson City, 
Tenn. 





Wm. G. Coxhead, formerly of St. Pe- 
tersburg, Fla., is now assistant to the 
pastor in the First church, Bristol, Tenn. 
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EDITORIAL 


New Life for ARPs and for Us 


The Associate Reformed Presbyterian 
church is following a program which 
would have been—and might still be— 
good for us to consider. It has adopted 
and is giving enthusiastic support to 
the tried and proven New Life Move- 
ment developed by the Presbyterians, 
USA. 

The fact that our General Assembly 
and Board of Church Extension have 
given wholehearted approval of the pro- 
posal that the United, U. S., and USA 
churches join in a nationwide evange- 
listic effort would seem to make this 
possible. In fact, the Board of Church 
Extension rather insisted that a far- 
reaching program be undertaken, fol- 
lowing the directive of the Assembly. 

The ARPs adopted the New Life 
Movement at their General Synod meet- 
ing in June. They set up responsible 
and able leaders in their presbyteries 
and churches. Then, at Bonclarken, 
summer conferences carried these prep- 
arations further in what were called 
evangelistic workshops. The weekly 
paper of the denomination is full of 
plans. Early this month presbytery 
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workshops were held in which key 
representatives of all congregations 
were expected to be present, looking to- 
ward launching the movement in all 
churches November 2. 

It would seem that when a good plan, 
with excellent printed helps, is avail- 
able it would be good to use it. 

If some people would be hesitant 
about following the USA New Life Move- 
ment, then let them follow the ARP 
New Life Movement for no one should 
object to that. 


See S. C. and Texas 


Our letter from Mr. Mitchell (page 
2) and the report from the Synod of 
Texas on developing plans for evangel- 
istic efforts (page 3) ought to have a 
stirring effect on every part of our 
church. 

In both synods the program encom- 
passes, as nearly as possible (that is, 
about as unanimously as we Presby- 
terians seem to be able to act), a thor- 
oughly planned evangelistic effort in 
every church in every presbytery. 

South Carolina’s program, aided by 
the student body and faculty of Colum- 
bia Seminary, will begin October 19 and 
run through November 2. Even now, 
churches that have not taken the neces- 
sary steps to coordinate local efforts 
and the synod’s program are being 
urged to join up. 

As next spring comes, the program in 
Texas, covering wider spaces, will be 
more presbytery-centered and _  de- 
veloped, though a simultaneous synod- 
wide effort is planned. 

If this sort of thing keeps on, we may 
find ourselves, not only with unbeliev- 
able gains in evangelism, but also with 
profound changes in our dispositions as 
we learn to work in better cooperation 
with each other on agreed-upon plans. 
It is to be hoped. 


Yearbook 


The Yearbook of American Churches, 
1952*, is just out. The information it 
offers and the progress it reports make 
it an important volume. At first (1916) 
published annually, it has been biennial 
since 1923 and now is on an annual 
basis once more. This is good since sta- 
tistics are an important part of the book 
and on a two-year basis they are a lit- 
tle out-of-date. Even now, it is difficult 
to make such a book accurate, though 
we will not have too much trouble for- 
giving the editors for leaving 1951’s 
listing of a joint moderator in our col- 
umn. 

Most churches would do well to have 
this book since it gives infermation 
available nowhere else. Here are some 
of the features: 

A calendar of the Christian year, 
with important dates; 

Extensive directories: National  or- 
ganizations, all religious bodies in the 
U. §. and Canada; ecumenical groups; 
state and city councils of churches; 
councils of church women; theological 
seminaries; colleges and universities: 
religious periodicals; and miscellaneous 


religious service 


social, civic and 
agencies; 

Statistics of organized religion, with 
appended studies; 

A chapter on “The First Year of the 
National Council,’’ by Samuel McCrea 
Cavert. 


Wider circulation would doubtless 
reduce the present cost, but even now 
it is well worth the price. 

The facts presented show something 
of the tremendous resources of Chris- 
tendom—and, more to the point, how 
they are finding it increasingly possible 
to unite those resources. 


*National Council of Churches, 297 
4th Ave., New York 19. 290 pp., $4. 


PICTURE-OF-THE-MONTH* 





Ivanhoe 


Here staged in the pomp of traditional 
pageantry, is MGM’s production of Sir 
Walter Scott’s great romantic story. 
The classic novel has been adapted to 
the screen with fidelity to the main lines 
of its plot intact, and with judicious 
condensation. Reminiscent of one’s 
high school reading are Richard Lion 
Hearted’s captivity in Austria, the 
usurption of his throne by King John, 
the fights between the Saxons and their 
Norman conquerors, and _ Richard’s 
ransom gathered through the good 
offices of Ivanhoe. Forever poignant is 
the romance involving Ivanhoe, his 
Saxon sweetheart Rowena, and the 
noble Jewish girl Rebecca who saved 
his life and gave him up to the love of 
another. 

The success with which the film 
recreates a period of England’s history 
is due to the enormous amount of re- 
search undertaken to insure accuracy. 
A medieval castle was built in Hert- 
fordshire to provide a proper setting 
for much of the action. The famous 
Ashby jousting tournament scene takes 
place under the eyes of a tremendous 
assembly and gives an idea of the cus- 
toms of that day when differences were 
settled with spiked mace, chain and 
ax. Caparisoned horses, knights in 
armor and mail, and pennants flying 
from elaborate tents add_ splendor. 
Battles fought with arrows, spears, 
battering rams, hurled stones and 
flaming pitch heighten the excitement. 

An imposing cast has been assembled 
with Robert Taylor in the title role, 
Joan Fontaine and Elizabeth Taylor as 
Rowena and Rebecca, George Sanders 
as Brian de Bois Guilbert. They are 
ably supported by character actors Felix 
Aylmer, Finlay Currie, Emlyn Williams, 
Guy Rolfe and others. Archers, sol- 
diers, trumpeters, farmers, knights and 
serfs, court ladies and peasant women 
give an impression of great crowds and 
much activity throughout. Acting is 
superb. Artistic values are of a high 
order. The musical score by Miklos 
Rozsa is most effective; the Technicolor 
is magnificent. FOR: Family. 


*Rated by the Protestant Motion 
Picture Council. 
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FAITH AND RADAR 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 





We walk by faith, not by sight.—-II 
Cor. &:T. 


~ HE OTHER DAY a “brain-plane” 
brought its pilot literally to tears. 
This plane was fitted out with 
the very latest in electronic equipment. 
Radar enabled it to fly in the dark. By 
means of radar it could not only spot 
an enemy plane, but by radar its guns 
were automatically aimed and _ fired. 
Well, this super-plane, which could do 
everything but think, picked up what 
the radar “thought’’ was the empty 
target-plane, and the guns cut loose 
with an accurately aimed volley. Down 
went the other plane, quite according 
to plan . . With one error: it was not 
the empty target-plane, but a B-17 with 
a crew aboard, only two of whom came 
home alive. 

This incident over the Gulf of Mexico 
not only shows that no amount of elec- 
tronics is a substitute for intelligence, 
but also gives occasion for some 
thoughts about radar and faith. 


ADAR is a wonderful thing. We 
all know about it, even if we 
don’t know all about it. Used in 

World War II, terribly hush-hush then, 
it has since had almost as much pub- 
licity as a political candidate. One year 
there was on exhibition a radar chart 
of the Ohio River at the Kentucky State 
Fair. By its aid a pilot can steer up 
and down that crooked waterway at 
night just as well as by day. On a 
radar screen, planes can -be detected 
long before they can be seen even with 
binoculars. Planes can fly, and boats 
can navigate, by its aid, under condi- 
tions of storm, fog and darkness which 
once would have tied them down. 
Likewise, faith is a wonderful thing. 





Some trust in Chariots 
.. but we trust in the 
Name of the Lord. 


TO HELP US WE HAVE TRUSTEES 
LIKE 


Rev. Wm. M. Logan, 
Pastor of the First 
Presbyterian 
Church, Kerrville, 


Texas. 


SCHREINER 
PRESBYTERIAN MILITARY COLLEGE 


Andrew Edington, Pres. 
Kerrville, Texas 





SEPTEMBER 29, 1952 


We all know about it even if we do not 
know all about it. It is not sight, but 
it enables us to keep going when sight 
is impcssible. In the darkness of this 
world, in all the fogs and storms that 
beset the pilgrim’s way, when the 
guiding star of life seems to have set, 
faith’s radar makes it possible to move 
forward in the dark. By faith we avoid 
dangers hidden from the eye; by faith 
we see around difficult corners, by faith 
even when the familiar landmarks have 
been swallowed by the night, we can 
make our way toward the desired haven. 
Whether the journey be by river or air, 
ground-fog is the traveler’s prison. So 
it is on the journey of life. Without 
faith, for most of our time in this world 
we should be grounded, or tied up at 
the wharf, waiting for the mists to rise. 


UT on the other hand, faith, like 
B radar, is no substitute for brains 

It is by no means infallible. 
During World War II it is said that the 
Germans used radar first. They were 
able to detect our planes coming, and 
meet them with appalling effectiveness, 
by means of their radar screens—till 
the Allied Air Force discovered a very 
simple trick. You remember that tin- 
foil was hard to get during the war? 
The air force was using lots of it. Slit 
into strips and thrown loose into the 
air, every piece of tinfoil looked on the 
enemy’s radar screen like an airplane, 
and the Germans could thus be induced 


to waste their planes and ammunition 
chasing tinfoil, while our planes 
whizzed in by the back way. 

Radar never shows a thing as a 
camera does. One has to learn to read 
the “‘pips,’’ one has to interpret what 
the screen shows. Radar never shows 
an object as it looks by plain daylight. 
So with faith. It never gives a photo- 
graph, it has to be interpreted, and it 
can be in error. No pilot by water or 
air would use radar if he can see where 
he is going. 


countless persons who were well 

equipped with faith’s radar but 
who were quite mistaken about what 
it meant. Think of the people who this 
very day are praying to their ancestors, 
to dead people, to sticks and stones. 
The tragedy of mankind is not that man 
lacks faith. He has plenty of faith. 
The tragedy is that by it he so often 
pursues tinfoil. 

Or think again of the many persons 
of faith who are like that pilot over the 
blue southern waters, shooting down 
his friends in the same airforce. Tor- 
quemada was a man of faith; so were 
the Puritans who hanged witches; so 
are most persecutors. So are some in 
every “orthodox” church, their quivery 
radar-screens showing the air full of 
enemies, atheists on every college 
faculty, modernists in half the pulpits. 
And so they let fly with all their guns, 
banging away at tinfoil, or even bring- 
ing down those who are their staunch- 
est allies, while the real enemy is some- 
where else. 

Faith, like radar, used humbly is a 
godsend; it becomes dangerous when 
it is taken for direct sight. 


T HE ANNALS of religion tell of 





OUR CHURCH’S 
ONLY SCHOOL 
FOR NEGROES 


As fares Stillman, sv 
fares our work with the 
Negro people. 


STILLMAN COLLEGE 





Address, Samuel Burney Hay, President, Box 483, Tuscaloosa, Alabama, 


@Have you as a Southern 
Presbyterian and a loyal 
Christian ever done any- 
thing directly and person- 
ally for Stillman? 


eWhy not write Stillman 
in your will? 


eWhy not send your per- 
sonal contribution, today? 








sities, 


Maryville 
College 


Founded 1819 


Liberal Arts, Coeducational, Presbyterian. Ac- 
credited by Association of American Univer- 
Southern Association, National Associa- 
tion of Schools of Music, American Association 
of University Women, American Medical As- 
sociation, etc. 
mester for tuition, fees, room, board, and may 
be met in part by self-help. 

RALPH WALDO LLOYD, President 


Charges average $309 per se- 
Address 


Maryville, Tennessee 








Christian emphasis. 


Box 38R. 





Educational excellence. 

Friendly persone! attention. 
College and preparatory. 

Enroll now for Fall Session beginning Sept. 8, 1952 


PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Small classes. Football. 


Maxton, North Carolina 











September 30 


is a red-letter day for Christians 


CELEBRATE THE PUBLICATION OF 
THE REVISED STANDARD VERSION 


OF THE HOLY BIBLE 
i 


Attend the RSV Observance in Your Community 


% 
Order your RSV Bible today from 
your Presbyterian Book Store 















For 16 years, leading Bible scholars worked at 
the Revised Standard Version of the Holy 
Bible. It is new ready—more accurate than any 
other version, and far easier to read. 
It is based on the most authori- 
tative manuscripts—some, recently 
discovered, more ancient than 
any previously known. It is 
written in the living language we 
use today, yet the poetic 
beauty of the King James 


Authorized _— 

the watiendt Version is preserved. Here, at 

er bef “ last, is a Bible all can 
urches 0 , 

Christ in the read, understand, enjoy. 

U. S.A. 


AVAILABLE IN THREE HANDSOME EDITIONS 





Buckram edition— Printed on fine 
Bible paper, 544" x 8%’, bound 
in the finest maroon buckram 
with a Sturdite spine stamped 
in genuine 23 karat gold. Clear, 
legible type with plenty of white 
apace between the lines for easy 
reading. $6.00 per copy. 





Genuine leather edition—The 
same page size and easy-to-read 
printing as used in the buckram 
edition—bound in magnificent 
black genuine leather and 
stamped in genuine 23 karat 
gold. Red under gold edges, rib- 
bon marker, each Bible individ- 
ually boxed. $10.00 per copy. 


PRESBYTERIAN BOOK STORES 
Box 1176, Richmond 9, Virginia 
Box 1020, Dallas 1, Texas 





Two-volume Old Testament— 
Matches the large one-volume 
New Testament, size 5.x 74", 
with large, readable type set 
across the page. Bound in rich 
blue cloth. $5.00—set of two 
volumes. One-volume New Tes- 
tament to match, $2.50. 


Please send me the following number of copies of the 


REVISED STANDARD VERSION OF THE HOLY BIBLE 


.Buckram Edition, $6.00 (complete Bible) 


.Leather Edition, $10.00 (complete Bible) 


.Two-Volume Old Testament, $5.00 per set 


.Matching New Testament, $2.50 per copy 


Name. . 


Address . 


FHRSEBEACRSEKHKEDES SCHEE HSER SESHSCOFCHHD HORAK KD RED SEE OTERO 


City .. 


Support your Church’s work! 


terian Book Stores. 
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ee 


{ ] Cash 
{ ] Charge 


Always buy all books through your Presby- 





CHURCH NEWS 





Organize First Negro 
Church in Memphis 


Tennessee News Letter 


Presbyterians, U. S., organized their 
first Negro church on the first Sunday 
of August. A group of young people 
in the Buntyn church first promoted 
this idea and then other young people 
of the city joined in. Presbytery’s 
church extension committee, aided by 
the Assembly’s Committee on Negro 
Work, bought a large tract of land ina 
choice Negro residential area and built 
a chapel as the first unit. E. A. An- 
drews, a graduate of the theological 
school of Boston University and a minis- 
ter of the African Methodist Episcopal 
church, is to be the pastor. Mr. An- 
drews will be received into Memphis 
Presbytery at the fall meeting. 


Presbyterian Family Spirit 
Works in Tennessee Groups 

Tennessee Presbyterians are exploring 
various avenues of acquaintance and co- 
operation. On a recent Sunday, 21 
Memphis congregations representing 
U. S., USA, ARP and Cumberland de- 
nominations, exchanged pastors for the 
morning service. Senior young people 
at their summer conference exchanged 
fraternal delegates with the like con- 
ference in the Synod of Indiana. This 
month the Pan-Presbyterian Council of 
Tennessee will sponsor mass meetings 
in the state stressing the common heri- 
tage of all Presbyterians. 


Churchmen Take Active 
Part in Getting Out Vote 

A record number of nearly 650,000 
voters went to the polls in Tennessee’s 
August election which resulted in the 
defeat of Senator McKellar and Gover- 
nor Browning and the election of AIl- 
bert Gore and Frank G. Clement. 
Many new voters were registered dur- 
ing the past year as a result of con- 
certed efforts of churchmen and civic 
groups. Presbyterian ministers in Co- 
lumbia and Memphis Presbyteries en- 
gaged in these drives by mail and per- 
sonal solicitation. In addition, a num- 
ber of Memphis churches furnished 
polling places in an effort to provide 
better voting facilities in every ward. 


New Conference Features 
Are Reported in Synod 

Besides the usual youth conferences 
at Na-Co-Me, synod’s conference center, 
a new laboratory training school for 
church leaders was held in August. 
During the Senior conference in June 
two Negro young people from the St. 
Andrew’s church in Nashville partici- 
pated in one day’s activities as guests 
of synod’s youth council. 

ALEX. W. HUNTER. 
Memphis. 
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version—more accurate and easier 
to read—that preserves the 
timeless beauty of the beloved 
King James translation 


Read the story behind the Revised 
Standard Version of the Bible 
—and how it can change your life 


Your present Bible, most likely, is the King 
James Version . . . written 341 years ago, 
and filled with expressions that are confus- 
ing today. Too often, therefore, it may lie in 
your home respected, but neglected. 


Now you can own a Bible in living lan- 
guage, so clear and powerful you will turn 
to it regularly . . . yet an authorized Bible, 
faithful to the earliest known manuscripts. 


Ninety-one Bible scholars cooperated in 
the fourteen-year-long labor to recover the 
full meaning of the Bible. They preserved 
the beauty of the King James Version, but 
freed the Bible from outdated expressions 
that make it hard to understand. (Did you 
know, for instance, that in the King James 
Bible “by and by” means immediately? That 
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a man’s “conversation” means his conduct?) 


In the 341 years since the King James 
Version, dramatic discoveries of ancient 
manuscripts have shed new light on the 
Scriptures. (Ina long-forgotten cave near the 
Dead Sea, for example, shepherds chanced 


on the Isaiah Scroll—a nearly complete text 
dating from about the time of Christ.) We 
now know that the King James Version is 
at times erroneous and misleading. 

The Revised Standard Version is based 
on the most authoritative manuscripts— 
some earlier than any previously known. 


A Bible for the Family 
That Already Has a Bible 


If you have too seldom opened your Bible 
because the way it is written makes it hard 
to understand, the Revised Standard Ver- 
sion can bring an exciting new experience. 

Here is a Bible so enjoyable you'll find 
you pick it up twice as often, Its clear, simple 
language makes Bible-reading a rewarding 
pleasure your whole family will want to 
share. And as it strengthens your under- 
standing of God’s Word, it will bring re- 
newed inspiration to you and to those you 
love. Indeed, this new Revised Standard 
Version of the Bible can literally change 
your life, bring you greater peace of mind. 





See How Modern Language 


King James Version 


1 Cor. Let no man seek his own, but every 
00:28 man another’s wealth. 

Psalms I prevented the dawning of the 
119:147 


word. 


THOMAS 


SEPTEMBER 29, 1952 


morning, and cried: I hoped in thy 


Makes The Meaning Clear 


Revised Standard Version 
Let no one seek his own good, but 
the good of his neighbor. 


I rise before dawn and cry for help; 
I hope in thy words. 


ELSON & SONS 





GREATEST BIBLE NEWS 
IN S41 YEARS 


Announeing a new authorized 







Authorized by the 
National Council 
of the Churches 
of Christ 

in the U.S.A. 


WHY RELIGIOUS 
LEADERS PREFER 
THE RSV 


“For everyone seeking peace of mind, 
victory over fear, and a solution of per- 
sonal and social problems, this version 
will be of great practical help.” 
—Dr. Norman Vincent Peale. 


“In the light of new knowledge ...clari- 
fies the eternal message of the Word of 
God in modern language.” 

—Bishop Henry Knox Sherrill. 


“The Revised Standard Version of 
the Bible is now in a real sense the 
authorized translation for our Protes- 
tant churches. It combines dignity and 
elevation of style with scrupulous ac- 
curacy . . . clear, understandable, true 
to the original text. Every Christian 
should possess this translation.” 
—Dr. Harry Emerson Fosdick. 


Even the way it’s printed makes the 
Revised Standard Version easier to 
read! The large legible type has plenty 
of white space between the lines. 
Chapter numbers are large, for con- 
venient reference; verse numbers are 
small and light, so they do not in- 
terrupt the flow of reading. Punctua- 
tion is modern, logical. Poetry is print- 
ed in verse form—as poetry should be. 


Choose from three handsome edi- 


tions . . . Rich maroon buckram 
stamped in 23-karat gold, $6.00. 


Magnificent black genuine leather 
stamped in 23-karat gold, with red 
under gold edges and ribbon marker; 
individually boxed, $10.00. 


Two-volume Old Testament in rich 
blue cloth, $5.00 the set. One-volume 
New Testament to match, $2.50. 


GET YOUR FIRST EDITION 
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No. 9 in a series on congregational singing 


Our Southern Singing Predicament 
By JAMES R. SYDNOR 


DARE SAY that many ministers 
and leaders in our church feel this 
way about congregational singing: 


“First and foremost, I want my peo- 
ple to sing. They will sing if I an- 
nounce their old favorites which are 
usually the gospel songs. They will not 
sing if I announce hymns they do not 
know. Therefore I propose to use what 
the people know so that we may have 
singing. I would be just as happy, per- 
haps happier, if they would sing ‘‘the 
great old hymns’’ plus the better gospel 
songs; but if they will not try the stand- 
ard hymns, then I’ll stick to the old 
favorites. In any event, we are going 
to have singing if possible.” 

This very understandable and prac- 
tical viewpoint is caused partly by the 
peculiar predicament in which we 
Southern Presbyterians find ourselves. 
For more than fifty years our people 
have been taught and have sung gospel 
songs more than any other single type 
of hymns. Up to 1940 our Sunday 
school hymnals were almost exclusively 
gospel (Assembly Songs, 
1910; Life and Service Hymns, 1917: 
and Premier Hymns, 1927). This lat- 
ter book, for example, includes over 
140 gospel songs in its 283 selections 
Furthermore, Baptist and Metho- 
dist brethren in the Sunday schools up 
and down 


son books 
g 


our 


our southern streets have 


also set us an example of gospel song- 
singing. 


Analogy Is Offered 


The following analogy may help to 
illustrate our predicament. Let us sup- 
pose that several dynamic American 
literary critics and lecturers went up 
and down the land around 1900 and so 
captivated the attention of public school 
literature teachers that thereafter these 
instructors taught mainly the novels of 
men like Mark Twain, Cooper, and 
Tarkington. A few teachers might slip 
in Milton’s ‘Sonnet on His Blindness,”’ 
and some mention of Shakespeare’s 
“Hamlet,” but in the main the diet 
would be limited to the American novel. 
Several generations of American school 
children would have been deprived of 
their heritage in English and American 
literature. 

Through the phenomenal evangel- 
istic campaigns of Moody and Sankey, 
of Billy Sunday and Rodeheaver during 
the early years of this century, gospel 
songs literally took possession of the 
Sunday school music in many denomi- 
nations, especially in the Southland. I 
do not mean in my foregoing illustra- 


tion to discredit the gospel song by 
comparing it to the American novel. 


There are good and bad gospel songs 
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in Americar Youth 


e Military Training for 


Clinton, S. C. 





e Christian Education Building High Moral Values 
e Fully Accredited; In Liberal Arts Tradition 
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SUPREME EFFORT IS TO 
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just as there are superior and inferior 
American novels. My main point is to 
show that we now have a generation of 
Sunday school superintendents and 
teachers, ministers and pianists who, 
like our hypothetical literature stu- 
dents, have frequently not received their 
full heritage. Their hymnody is frag- 
mentary through no fault of their own. 


Two Alternatives 


We have at least two alternatives. 
We can go on as before singing gospel 
songs most of the time, or we can begin 
a careful program of introduction of 
our great hymns while retaining the 
better gospel songs. The problem 
usually is not unwillingness of leaders 
to announce the finer hymns, but it is, 
how in the world to get the people to 
sing them. 

Before giving practical sugggestions 
for accomplishing this, we should first 
discuss this type of song which has 
loomed so large in our singing for the 
past half-century. Where did gospel 
songs originate? Why do our people 
like them so much? What distinguishes 
a gospel song from a so-called “‘stand- 
ard” hymn? What are the good and 
bad features of gospel songs? How can 
we use them properly? We shall spend 
a few weeks talking about such mat- 
ters. 


Greek Leader Attacks 
Protestant Proselytizing 


Athens (RNS)—-A warning that 
proselytizing by Protestant groups in 
Greece “if not stopped might cause en- 
mity ... that would be disastrous to the 
ecumenical movement’? was sounded by 
a Greek Orthodox prelate at the Third 
World Conference on Faith and Order in 
Lurd, Sweden, according to reports here. 

Metropolitan Athenagoras of London, 
Exarch of the Ecumenical Patriarchate 
for Western and Central Europe, 
said to have voiced the warning. He is 
co-president of the World Council of 
Churches and vice-chairman of its Com- 
mission on Faith and Order, sponsor of 
the Lund Conference. 

“The only thing I take the liberty of 
recommending to all of you,” Arch- 
bishop Athenagoras reportedly said, ‘‘is 
that you be kind enough to have the 
same friendly attitude towards us here 
and everywhere else, to respect our 
church above all, to condemn in 
your consciences the tendency of any 
Protestant group to exercise proselytism 
in the bosom of the Greek Orthodox 
country and to resist it.’ 


was 


and, 
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BIBLE STUDY 





Jesus Describes the Christian Life 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR OCTOBER 12, 1952 


Matthew 5. 


Last week we saw how Jesus was 
called to begin his Messianic work, was 
tested by Satan, and came into Galilee, 
preaching, ‘‘Repent, for the Kingdom of 
Heaven is at hand.” 

This week we begin a series of three 
lessons on the Sermon on the Mount, in 
which we have our most systematic pre- 
sentation of Jesus’ way of life. 

Matthew is careful to sketch the back- 
ground for this great discourse. 


“And he went about all Galilee, 
teaching in their synagogues and preach- 
ing the gospel of the kingdom and heal- 
ing every disease and every infirmity 
among the people... and they brought 
him all the sick, those aiflicted with var- 
ious diseases and pains, demoniacs, epi- 
leptics and paralytics. And great 
crowds followed him. Seeing the 
crowds he went up on the mountain, and 
when he sat down his disciples came to 
him. And he opened his mouth and 
taught them” (Mt. 4:23-5:2). 


The Sermon on the Mount does not 
present ideals which take no account of 
the actual conditions under which men 
live. It is a realistic utterance of one 
who knew as none other what God has to 
offer men whose lives so frequently go 
awry. 

It is the more significant that, under 
these circumstances, Jesus emphasizes 
at the outset the blessedness which is 
available to all who will accept God’s 
reign over their lives. 

The Greek word ‘blessed’? was used 
in the literature of that day to denote 
the highest stage of happiness and well- 
being of which man is capable. It is a 
word which goes deeper and describes 
a state of the soul that is far more en- 
during than happiness as we ordinarily 
understand it—-an emotion which lives 
only on the surface and comes and goes 
as our temporary mood or changing 
circumstances may determine. It means 
true, abiding happiness, full of the 
greatest possible happiness, possessing 
the highest felicity of the soul. 


I. Inner Condition 


As we ponder Jesus’ words it becomes 
plain that in his estimation, true, abid- 
ing happiness, which is what he means 
by blessedness, depends on inward con- 
dition rather than on outward circum- 
stance. 

We are inclined to think that happi- 
ness depends on the possession of ma- 
terial goods, that we would be happy if 
we had a new car, a better home, a 
larger income. No doubt such things 
would bring us joy—for a while. But 
they do not guarantee happiness. All of 
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us have known men and women who 
have money, business success, position 
in the social world, all the things for 
which the world is striving with such 
feverish haste and anxiety——-save one, 
and that is happiness. As every great 
seer has pointed out, abiding happiness 
does not depend on the possession of 
material goods. 

But Jesus goes further. He says, 
“Blessed are those that mourn.’’ He 
does not mean that it is better to weep 
than it is to laugh, nor that all who 
mourn are blessed. Jesus means rather 
that it is possible for a man who knows 
sorrow to be comforted; that no one 
is truly blessed unless he is able to meet 
sorrow, to overcome sorrow, and to find 
comfort and strength in the midst of his 
sorrow. He says in effect: In the world 
you are sure to meet with hardship, grief 
and pain. Blessed are those who are 
comtorted, who know the secret of 
peace, consolation and fortitude. 

In the same way Jesus says, ‘“‘Blessed 
are you when men revile you and perse- 
cute you.’” He does not mean that it is 
better to have enemies than friends. 
But there are times when friends fail 
us and when those whom we have bene- 
fitted turn against us. There are times 
when a man must be willing to face 
criticism, unpopularity, persecution and 
even death. The man who is really 
blessed is the man who is able to meet 
unfriendliness, misunderstanding, ridi- 
cule, persecution and, when necessary, 
death itself with untroubled spirit. Not 
only Jesus, but life itself indicates that 
true, abiding happiness depends on in- 
ward condition and not on outward cir- 
cumstances. 

Some of the inward characteristics 
which guarantee true, abiding happiness 
are indicated in the beatitudes. 

Thus Jesus says, “Blessed are the 
poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom 
of heaven.’”” Many young people and 
some older ones misunderstand this 
beatitude. They think the poor in spirit 
are the poor-spirited, those who are 
lacking in energy, enthusiasm, life. 
This is an unfortunate conception. The 
Greek phrase describes those who are 
conscious of their spiritual poverty. 
Goodspeed translates, ‘‘Blessed are those 
who feel their spiritual need.”’ 

The man who is intellectually satis- 
fied will never achieve intellectual mas- 
tery. The man who is spiritually satis- 
fied will never know that spiritual mas- 
tery which alone can guarantee happi- 
ness in all the walks of life. The man 
who recognizes his spiritual need and 
develops habits, therefore, which enable 


him to grow in spiritual stature has 
found the roadway to true and abiding 
happiness, because he has found the 
roadway that leads to the Kingdom of 
Heaven. 

Perhaps the reason why we are not 
any happier than we are is that we have 
peen so busy with the good things of 
life that we have neglected the best 
things of life; so concerned with mater- 
ial goods that we have neglected the 
nurture of our souls. 

Jesus continues: “Blessed are those 
who mourn, for they shall be com- 
forted.”’ 

It is significant that this beatitude 
follows the first. ‘‘Sorrow due to in- 
jured pride, to threatened prestige, to 
thwarted possessiveness,’’ as Ralph W. 
Sockman indicates—and to much else, 
“does not receive the promise of divine 
comfort.’’ Only the poor in spirit, those 
who are conscious of their spiritual 
need, will find the comfort which is 
available to them. Included here are 
four groups. First, those who mourn 
over their sins and open their lives, 
thereby, to God’s' redeeming love. 
Those who do not so mourn will dis- 
cover in time that their sins have robbed 
them of the happiness which they seek. 
Second, those who mourn over the sins 
of other men. Third, those who allow 
life’s inevitable disappointments to draw 
them nearer to God. Fourth, those who 
mourn over the sorrows of other men, 
and do what they can to help. 

These four classes of mourners shall 
be comforted. The Greek word ‘‘to com- 
fort’? comes from a Greek root which 
means ‘‘to call to the side of.’’ Sorrow, 
as described above, calls God to our 
side—to cheer by his presence and to 
strengthen by his power. Our English 
word ‘‘comfort”’ originally included both 
ideas, those of strength and cheer. If 
we have not found such comfort—God’s 
strength and God’s cheer—in the midst 
of our Own sorrows it is because we have 
not called God to our side. 

Jesus continues, “Blessed are the 
meek, for they shall inherit the earth.” 
The average man is likely to think that 
“it is the aggressive, the self-confident, 
the self-asserting, the self-advertising 
who win their way in the world and 
gain the earth for themselves.” As 
someone put it, ‘The meek may inherit 
the earth, but the strong take it away 
from them.” But that is to misunder- 
stand the meaning of the Biblical term. 
Some of us think of the meek man as a 
weak man, a timid, shrinking soul, a 
sort of human doormat who allows other 
men to trample upon him almost at will. 
But that is not what the Bible means by 
meekness. It uses the word in two dif- 
ferent senses: first, meekness toward 
God, which means submission to God, 
acceptance of his will for our lives; and 
second, meekness toward man, which 
means gentleness, consideration, cour- 
tesy in all the relations of life. Such 
meekness does not always win material 
rewards. But the man who accepts 
yod’s will for his life, who is thoughtful, 
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courteous, and considerate of his fel- 
lowmen, is the man who will get the 
most out of life. He will, in Jesus’ 
phrase, inherit the earth. Perhaps the 
reason why we are not more happy than 
we are is because we have not really ac- 
cepted God’s will for our lives, because 
we have not been more thoughtful and 
considerate of those with whom we come 
in contact. 

Jesus continues, “Blessed are those 
who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 
ior they shall be satisfied.”’ He does not 
say, Blessed is the man who thinks he 
is good, or who is good in the estimation 
of his fellowmen. He certainly does not 
say that the man who thinks he is better 
than other men will be blessed. He 
says, ‘Blessed are they who hunger and 
thirst after righteousness’’—including 
righteousness for himself, for his com- 
munity, and for the world. Some hun- 
gers are never satisfied (the hunger 
after perpetual youth, for example); 
some hungers, when they are satisfied, 
mock us by their emptiness (the hunger 
for adulation, for example); some hun- 
xers, when satisfied, bring sorrow and 
humiliation and shame (the hunger fu: 
forbidden fruit, for example); but there 
are other hungers, which when satisfied, 
“are renewed in higher hunger and are 
again fulfilled through further enhance- 
ment to eternal life. Such is the hunger 
for beauty, the hunger for music, the 
hunger for highest truth. (Robert 
Louis Stevenson once said ‘‘that to travel 
hopefully is a better thing than to ar- 
rive.”” Those who hunger after Christ 
both travel hopefully and _ arrive. 
They are “changed into the same image 
from glory to glory” (2 Cor. 3:18). 
(Geo. A. Buttrick in The Interpreter’s 
Bible) 


Maybe the reason we are not happier 


than we are is because we have been 
too easily satisfied with conventional 
morality, or because we have lowered 
our ideals to meet the ideals of the 
world, or because we have allowed self- 
ishness and sin to mar our relations to 
God and man. Many of us will never find 
the peace we crave until we are able to 
say with Paul: ‘“‘Brethren [ count not 
myself yet to have laid hold, but one 
thing | do, forgetting the things which 
are behind and stretching forward to the 
things which are before, I press on to- 
ward the goal unto the prize of the high 
calling of God in Christ Jesus"’ (Phil 
3:13-14). 


Some who regard themselves as right- 


self-righteous 
Such men finding it easy to be “right- 
their 
judgment of those who do not measure 
up to their standards. 
that Jesus’ beatitude 
righteous is followed by another which 
says, “Blessed are the merciful for they 
shall obtain mercy.” 

To obtain mercy is one of the condi- 
tions of true, abiding happiness. All 
along life’s way we need mercy from our 


eous are in fact only 


eous” themselves are harsh in 
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fellowmen, and if from men, how much 
more from God. We could not be at 
peace unless we knew that God was wil- 
ling to forgive and to help us try again 

Who is most likely to find this mercy 
from God and man? The merciful, 
Jesus replies, and his words are con- 
firmed in our experience. Perhaps the 
reason we are no happier than we ere 
is that we have been too harsh, too un- 
sympathetic in our judgment of our fel- 
lowmen, too unwilling to overlook triv- 
ial errors or small peccadilloes, too un- 
willing to pardon grave offenses. Or it 
may be that we have not sought and 
therefore have not found the mercy of 
God which is available to us in Jesus 
Christ. 

William Pierson Merrill in The Way, 
asks, 


‘“‘How could one fail to be happy if he 
could see God? Back of all the prob- 
lems of life, back of evil and distress, 
through all the clouds that darken our 
sky, through all our questioning and 
doubts to see God, the Father, to know 
that ‘behind the dim unknown standeth 
God within the shadows, keeping watch 
above his own’ would bring such peace 
of mind, such confidence, that one could 
not help being happy.”’ 


Jesus says, “Blessed are the pure in 
heart, for they shall see God.”’ 


The word “pure” has here no especial 
reference to sexual purity; nor does it 
imply moral perfection. ‘‘Heart’’ in the 
Jewish psychology included the mind 
and the will as well as the emotions. 
The pure in heart, then, are those who 
with singleness of mind try to do God’s 
will. None of us achieves perfection 
here, but we can want to be pure in 
heart, we can try to be, we can earnestly 
pray to be, and to the extent that we 
succeed, we shall find that satisfying 
vision of God which is a guarantee of 
true and abiding happiness. Perhaps 
the reason why we are not any happier 
than we are is because there is some 
lurking insincerity, some hidden impur- 
ity, which destroys our fellowship with 
God. 


Il. Active Service 


The first six beatitudes all emphasize 
one essential fact—true, abiding hapni- 
ness depends on inward condition rather 
than on outward circumstance. The last 
two beatitudes emphasize another im- 
portant truth which must be put along- 
side the first—that true abiding happi- 
ness depends on participation in some 
unselfish activity for Christ’s sake and 
for the sake of God’s reign among men. 


That same truth is inculeated in the 
hbeatitude preserved for us by Luke 
which is best translated by Moffatt: “To 
give is happier than to get” (Acts 20: 
35). Jesus does not say that we can- 
not find happiness in getting; he does 
say that we shall find more true, abiding 
happiness by giving. The older we get. 
the more we realize that this is true. 
Our most enduring happiness comes 





from what we give to our loved ones, to 
our community, to our church and to 
our God. 

This truth is given a special applica 
tion in the seventh beatitude—‘‘Blessed 
are the peacemakers, for they shall be 
called the sons of God,’’ that is, men 
“who manifest the God-life, do as God 
does, perform God’s task in the world’’ 
(Theodore H. Robinson in Moffatt’s 
Commentary on Matthew). 

To be a peacemaker means something 
more than being peaceable or amiable or 
kindly in one’s own personal relation- 
ship. It means to make peace between 
man and man, or between man and God. 
This is difficult business, and oftentimes 
dangerous as well. And yet one of the 
surest ways of being happy (in the long 
run) is to do what we can to bring peace 
to individuals who are estranged, to 
bring peace in the social, industrial, eco- 
nomic, and international world, to make 
peace between God and man. Perhaps 
the reason we are not more happy than 
we are is that our lives are too narrow 
or too selfish; we are troublemakers in- 
stead of peacemakers, we are too little 
concerned about others, too much con- 
cerned about self. 

In the next beatitude Jesus goes a 
step further: “Blessed are those who 
are persecuted for righteousness’ sake. 

Blessed are you when men revile 
you and persecute you and utter all 
kinds of evil against you falsely on my 
account. .. .”’ 

Jesus does not mean that it is better 
to be persecuted than to be free from 
persecution. The point is that living in 
a world where righteousness, especially 
the righteousness of Christ, must make 
its way against opposition, ‘‘the one who 
will endure hardship rather than weakly 
abandon his convictions is happier than 
one who will yield his convictions rather 
than suffer’? (Merrill). No man can be 
truly happy unless he has the courage of 
his convictions—unless there are some 
things for which, if need be, he is will- 
ing to suffer. The man who is willing 
to abandon his convictions because it is 
expedient or popular has introduced into 
his mental and spiritual life a source of 
discord that sooner or later is bound to 
destroy the very happines that it seemed 
for a moment to promote. 

To summarize, that blessedness which 
the world cannot give and which it can- 
not take away depends on inward con- 
dition rather than on outward circum- 
stances: it will be experienced by those 
who are conscious of their spiritual 
needs, who mourn over their sins and 
those of their fellowmen, who allow 
their sorrows and disappointments to 
bring them into the presence of God. 
who are ready to accept God’s will for 
their lives and who are, therefore. 
thoughtful and considerate of their fel- 
lowmen, who have a passion for right- 
eousness in the whole of life. who are 
merciful and forgiving toward those who 
stumble and fall, who are honestly and 
sincerely trying to do God’s will. It is 
found by those who seek to advance 
God’s cause in the world, by those who 
give more than they get, by those who 
seek to make peace between God and 
man, and between man and his fellow- 
man, by those who are willing to suffer 
if need be. for Christ’s sake. So Jesus 
taught. And so we may come to know 
in our own experience. 


Lesson commentary hased on “Interna- 
tional Sunday School Lessons: The Inter- 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teach- 
ing,” copyrighted, 1952, bv the Division of 
Christian Education, National Council of 
the Churches of Christ in the U. S. 
Scripture quotations are from the Revised 
Standard Version. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 











Ss, to 
i to 


lica 

sse«l 
1 be 
men 
God 
rid” 
att’s 


hing 
e or 
ion- 
yeen 
FOU. 
mes 
the 
long 
Pace 
to 
eco- 
lake 
laps 
han 
TOW 
; in- 
ittle 
con- 


Ss a 
who 
ake. 
vile 
all 
my 


tter 
rom 
z in 
ally 
ake 
who 
ikly 
han 
her 
| be 
e of 
me 
yill- 
ling 
t is 
nto 
> of 
| to 
ned 


‘ich 
an- 
on- 
im- 
ose 
ual 
ind 
low 
to 
od, 
for 
re, 
fel- 
ht- 
are 
rho 
ind 
a 
nee 
Tho 
ho 
ind 
w- 
fer 
sus 
ow 





BOOK NOTES 


THROUGH VALLEYS TO VIC- 
TORIES. By Starr Daily. Doubleday 
& Co., Ine., Garden City, New York. 
220 pp., $2.50. 

This is the unusual diary of a prison 
inmate, turned Christian, who medi- 
tates upon the 23rd Psalm and seeks to 
discipline his life by it for a period of 
twelve months. A rebel in society for 
years, Starr Daily was sentenced to 
prison for his crimes. This extremity 
proved to be God’s opportunity, and 
after a vital religious experience the 
author was employed as a night nurse 
in the prison hospital where he sought 
to take his new found faith to needy 
men—some dying, some. dispairing, 
some scoffing at his faith. 

Here is obviously a layman writing 
in the field of religion, but a layman 
with a relevant message. Drawing upon 
his own daily experience and upon the 
experience of some of his inmates, he 
seeks to nail down the fact that relig- 
ious experience, to be kept vital, must 
be kept growing by the constant and 
daily application of spiritual discipline. 
This is his central conviction, that the 
redemption of personality is a matter of 
discipline and pattern. Genuine Chris- 
tian redemption is a process of gradual 
growth from blade to ear, from fear to 
faith, from valley to victory—a process 
which, though inspired and motivated 
by divinity, must be kept vital by man’s 
own conscious effort after and daily 
practice of disciplined discipleship. Us- 
ing the 23rd Psalm and the diary-form 
largely as convenient vehicles, Starr 
Daily seeks to ‘“‘go to town’’ with this 
central conviction. And in his own way 
he arrives—he “gets to town.’”’ Though 
not demonstrating the exactness of the 
expositor or the precision of the psy- 
chologist, he does bring to this work 
some of the truest and most timely in- 
sights of both the theologian and the 
psychologist. 

Not a brilliant book, but for an age 
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Secondary Schools. 

Emphasizes Christian 
and thorough scholarship. 

Personal interest in the individual 
student. 

Beautiful campus; bracing cli- 
mate; modern buildings; excellent 
equipment. 

A splendidly trained faculty of 
Christian men and women. 

A good place for an investment. 


R. B. PURDUM, President 


Character 











SEPTEMBER 29, 1952 


which has reaped so large a harvest of 
fatigue, frustration, and futility from 
its own careless sowing in the field of 
spiritual discipline, this could be a 
stimulating and helpful book. Here 
are bracing winds that blow across the 
soul like fresh and invigorating breezes 
from the hills of God. 
ATHOL D. CLOUD. 
Stockton, Ala. 
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For families and for 
individuals who seek 
the presence of God 
in their daily living 


You and your family can have the feeling of strength, the sense 
of spiritual power, and the joy of a worldwide Christian fellow- 
ship if you will make daily devotions a part of your program. 


The Upper Room, with its daily scripture reading, meditation 
and prayer, is the world’s most widely used devotional guide. It 
is part of the ministry of fifty thousand churches. Seven million 
people around the world use it in their daily living. 


In the November-December issue are appropriate seasonal devo- 
tions leading up to and including Christmas. You can make 
Christmas more meaningful for you and yours this year by shar- 


ing this daily worship. 


Send your order now for the November-December issue of The Upper 
Room. Ten or more copies to one address, 5 cents per copy. Individual 
yearly subscriptions (6 issues) 50 cents, two years $1.00. 





Service men, too, like to use The 
Upper Room, especially when they 
know their families back home are 
joining them in the same devotions. 
For their convenience we publish the 
Pocket Edition, priced the same as 
the regular edition. Order the Pocket 
Edition for service men or young 
people away at school, — 


THE UPPER ROOM 


The world’s most widely used devotional guide. 
1908 Grand Ave., Nashville 4, Tenn. 
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Coming September 30..... 
V olu m e ] General = a eee Articles 
THE INTERPRETER’S BIBLE 


Christendom’s Most Comprehensive Commentary 


12 VOLUMES 


For every Bible reader and student, every 
teacher and preacher, this is one of the most 
important of all twelve volumes of THE 
INTERPRETER’S BIBLE. In addition to 
the complete commentary on Genesis and 
Exodus, it brings 436 pages of General and 
Old Testament articles—an unsurpassed in- 
troduction to the Bible as a whole and to the 
Old Testament. . 


‘‘There is nothing else available that 
can remotely compare with THE INTER- 
PRETER’S BIBLE. Rich in spiritual in- 
sight, rich in suggestiveness, practical in 
its application—truly a mine for any in- 
terpreter of the Scriptures.’’—Presby- 
terian Outlook. 

The complete texts of both the new 
Revised Standard and the King James 
Versions of the Bible are used in paral- 
lel columns throughout The Interpre- 
ter’s Bible. 


From October, 1952 through March, 1953, 
the International Uniform Sunday School 
Lessons will be on ‘‘Matthew—Gospel of 
the Christian Life.’’ Here Volume VII, with 
its fourteen articles on the New Testament 
and the complete commentary on Matthew 
and Mark, will be invaluable. 








Send for the complete story... 


Your’ Presbyterian Book Store 
will send you this detailed, illus- 
trated prospectus giving complete 

READY SEPT. 30... information about THE INTERPRE- 
TER’S BIBLE—sample pages, plan 
Volume I Seer and scope, editors and writers, pub- 











—— $8.75 lication schedule, and standing order 
« >. » 2. = ches D> oée 
1130 Pages. .6 7/8 plin. Write for your free copy to- 


PREVIOUSLY PUBLISHED 
Volume VII... 


New Testament Articles; Matthew; Mark 
944 Pages. .6 7/8 x 10 Inches. .$8.75 


Volume VIII... 


Luke; John 
24 Pages. .6 7/8 x 10 Inches. .$8.75 


Please send me the prospectus on THE 
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INTERPRETER'’S BIBLE, published by “hme” 


Abingdon-Cokesbury. 
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